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                    DECEMBER 18, 2022                 

     Fourth Sunday of Advent     

MASS SCHEDULES/CONFESSION  
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  
Confession: 3-3:45 pm Sat. or by appointment 
Weekdays: 8:15 am - Tues., Thurs., Fri.   
10 am Wed. - Nursing Home Mass (see bulletin)  
2nd Wed. of the month - 55+ Club Mass - 11 am Par. Ctr 

Office Hours Church:  Mon-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5p.m.  
School:  Mon-Fri. 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

MISSION:  Holy Family Faith Community is called to live 
out the mission of Jesus. Empowered by God through  
Baptism and centered in the Eucharist, we strive to  
proclaim the good news of salvation, build community, serve 
the needs of  others, celebrate our faith, and welcome all in one 
spirit of Christ.  

INFORMATION & SERVICES  
Church Address: 1111 Broadway, Hannibal, MO  
Church Office: 218 S. Maple Ave.   
                           Hannibal, MO 63401  
Phone:  (573) 221-1078  Fax:  (573) 248-1662  
School Address:  1113 Broadway  
                        Hannibal, MO 63401   
Phone:  (573) 221-0456 

Rectory Address: 108 West Ridge 

                                Hannibal, MO 63401 

Rectory Phone:     (573) 719-3227           
Website:  https://holyfamily.diojeffcity.org  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Parish School of Religion Classes - 9:30 - 10:45 am 
on Sundays in St. Michael’s Hall. Forms for  
registration are in church.  Submit form to the  
parish office to register.  Call the parish office   
573-221-1078 if you need a form.   
RCIA CLASSES - 9:30-10:45 am on Sundays - Parish 
Center Conference Room   Contact the parish office 
-  573-221-1078 for more information  
Sacrament Preparation/Celebration  
+Baptism Prep - Please register by calling the parish 

  office - 573-221-1078 to set-up a meeting with 

  the pastor prior to the Baptism. 
+Marriage - Contact the parish office at least  
                      6 months  prior to wedding date.  
+Anointing of the Sick- can be done privately at  
  home, at Church or in the hospital 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK - Notify the Church office 
of homebound. If someone is in the hospital and 
would like to see Fr. Alex, call the rectory or office.  
Prayer Circle - Send prayer requests to: Shelly Lowe 
at:  praywithholyfamily@att.net 
 Need a ride to church?  If you are 55+ please call: 
55+ VAN -  David Murry—573-501-2765 
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From the Pastor,  Great Turnout: When we had parish penance service on December 7, Wednesday at 6:30 pm,  
I along with the visiting priests were impressed with the attendance. We the priests heard the confession from  
6:50 - 8.50 pm. It was really an experience of God being at work in our parish. I thank you all for positively  
responding to the call. I am sure that you have been relieved from all the burdens of sin to be ready for the feast of the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ, Christmas. I extent my sincere thanks to Frs. Mike Quinn, Jerry Kaiman, Richard Frank, 
Brendan Griffey for hearing our confessions. 
First Reconciliation: The first reconciliation for our school children was held on December 6, Tuesday at 7 pm. I was 
delighted and surprised, too the way each child did the confession. Most of them had learned the longer version of the 
Act of Contrition by heart which really amazed me. How blessed are we to have them in our school? I was also glad to 
see their parents making confession setting up a model for our children. I thank Mrs. Thomas for preparing them so 
well with the follow up by their parents. I also thank for Jerry for hearing their confession.     
Many thanks: I would like express my thanks to Dick & Janice Rupp and Deb Johnson for providing a tasty dinner to 
5 of us priests on December 7, Wednesday evening before the Penance service. I appreciate and thank them for their 
commendable service.  
Origin of Some Christmas Traditions: I continue my sharing further about the origin of some other popular  
Christmas traditions which I found on the internet. 
 Christmas Trees - Decorated trees date back to Germany in the Middle Ages, with German and other European  
settlers popularizing Christmas trees in America by the early 19th century. A New York woodsman named Mark 
Carr is credited with opening the first U.S. Christmas tree lot in 1851. A 2019 survey by the American Christmas Tree 
Association, predicted that 77 percent of U.S. households would display a Christmas tree in their home. Among those 
trees on display, an estimated 81 percent were artificial and 19 percent were real. 
 Poinsettias - America’s Christmas flower, these plants native to Central America were brought to the United States 
(and given their name) by the country’s first U.S. ambassador to Mexico, botanist Joel Roberts Poinsett, in the 1820s. 
It was a California horticulturist named Paul Ecke who brought the traditionally red and green plants to the masses 
100 years later. He donated the plants to TV shows, and, according to the Los Angeles Times, the poinsettia became 
the best-selling potted plant in the nation by 1986 

 Gingerbread Houses - Although Queen Elizabeth I gets credit for the early decorating of gingerbread cookies, once 
again, it’s the Germans who lay claim to starting the gingerbread house tradition. And when the German Brothers 
Grimm wrote “Hansel and Gretel” a new holiday tradition was born. Today, the edible decorations are available in a 
slew of pre-packed kits. 
 Candy Canes - Whether devoured as a treat or hung on the tree as decoration, candy canes are the No. 1-selling  
non-chocolate candy during December, and date back to 1670 Germany. The red and white peppermint sticks  

arrived stateside in 1847, when a German-Swedish immigrant in Wooster, Ohio placed them on a tree. By the 1950s, 
an automated candy cane-making machine was invented, cementing their mass appeal. 
 Door Wreaths - Wreaths have been around since the ancient Greek and Roman times, but the evergreen Christmas 
wreath, often adorned with boughs of holly, eventually took on Christian meaning, with the circular shape represent-
ing eternal life and the holly leaves and berries symbolic of Christ’s crown of thorns and blood, according to the New 
York Times. Today’s wreaths, which come in all varieties, from flowers and fruit to glass balls and ribbon to artificial 
and themed, are most often seen as a secular winter tradition. 
 Christmas Cards - The first official Christmas card distributed in 1843 England with the simple message, “A Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to You.” The idea of a mailed winter holiday greeting gradually caught on in both 
Britain and the U.S., with the Kansas City-based Hall Brothers (now Hallmark) creating a folded card sold with an 
envelope in 1915. Today, according to the Greeting Card Association, more than 1.6 billion holiday cards are sold  
annually. 
 Christmas Lights - Thomas Edison may be famous for the light bulb, but it was his partner and friend, Edward  
Hibberd Johnson, who had the bright idea of stringing bulbs around a Christmas tree in New York in 1882. By 1914, 
the lights were being mass produced and now some 150 million sets of lights are sold in the U.S. each year. 
 Department Store Santa - Lining up at the mall to snap a photo of the kids on Santa’s lap may seem like a modern 
Christmas tradition, but it dates back to 1890, when James Edgar of Brockton, Massachusetts had a Santa suit made 
for him and dressed as the jolly fellow at his dry goods store. The gimmick caught on and a year later Santas could be 
found in many stores. While many point to Edgar as the original store Santa, Macy’s in New York claims it has been 
hosting Santa since 1862. 
 Making Fun of Fruitcake - A favorite of the Brits (both Princess Diana and Kate Middleton served it at their  
weddings), fruitcake—that much-maligned mix of dried fruit, nuts and brandy—has been the subject of long-running 
American holiday jokes. Truman Capote wrote a short story about “fruitcake weather” in 1956, the small town of 
Manitou Springs, Colorado holds an annual Fruitcake Toss Day on January 3, and the dessert has become fodder for 
many a comedian. For example, in 1985 Johnny Carson cracked, “The worst Christmas gift is fruitcake. There is only 
one fruitcake in the entire world, and people keep sending it to each other.”. (By Lesley Kennedy)                                                                                                                             

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/24/nyregion/new-york-today-christmas-tree-shopping-tips.html
https://www.christmastreeassociation.org/ninety-six-million-u-s-households-will-celebrate-the-christmas-holiday-with-a-christmas-tree-in-2019/
https://www.christmastreeassociation.org/ninety-six-million-u-s-households-will-celebrate-the-christmas-holiday-with-a-christmas-tree-in-2019/
https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-paul-ecke-jr-20020516-story.html
https://www.pbs.org/food/the-history-kitchen/history-gingerbread/
https://www.history.com/news/candy-canes-invented-germany
https://www.candyusa.com/candy-types/candy-canes/
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/12/25/nyregion/wreaths-carry-many-meanings-and-messages-into-christmas.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/12/25/nyregion/wreaths-carry-many-meanings-and-messages-into-christmas.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-christmas-card-180957487/
https://www.history.com/news/victorian-christmas-cards
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-holiday-greeting-cards-1223-story.html
https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/thomas-edison
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/untangling-history-christmas-lights-180961140/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/untangling-history-christmas-lights-180961140/
https://newengland.com/today/living/new-england-history/first-department-store-santa-claus/
https://www.visitmacysusa.com/article/history-macys-humble-beginnings-stunning-success
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16851690
https://gazette.com/arts-entertainment/manitou-springs-fruitcake-toss-and-a-flinging-good-time-returns/article_5c638ce2-1053-11e9-93ad-a3fb60d59768.html


Sun., 12/18   
Return Snowman gifts 

7:30 & 11 am Mass - church  
9:30-10:45am Parish School of Religion-St. Michael’s 
9:30-10:45 am RCIA - Parish Center - upstairs 

1-4 pm TEC Meeting - Parish Ctr 
6-8 pm Youth Meet at Youth room– Visit nursing   home 

 

Mon., 12/19   
5:30 pm Women’s Bible Study - Conf Rm 

6:45 pm Couples Group Meeting - Parish Ctr 
 

Tues., 12/20  8:15 am Mass - church 

9 am Men’s Bible Study-Parish Ctr 
6-7 pm Men’s Bible Study - St. Anthony Room 

6:30 pm Women’s Welcome I (Tina) Bible Study -   Conf Rm 

7 pm Novena & Rosary Group - Gathering Space 

 

Wed., 12/21    
8:30 am Women’s Bible Study - Conf rm 

9 am Friendship Quilters - Parish Center 
10 am Mass at Luther Manor 

1 pm Holy Family School Dismissal for Christmas 

 Break 

  
Thurs., 12/22   
8:15 am Mass - church 

5:30 pm Women’s Cursillo Group Meeting - St   Anthony Rm  6:30 pm 11th Step Open AA Meditation Meeting -  
 Conf Rm (lower level, 218 S Maple Ave) 
 

Fri., 12/23  
Parish Office Closed 

7-8 am Centering Prayer - Conf Rm 

8:15 am Mass - church 

9 am Men’s Bible Study (Cody)- Parish Ctr 
 

Sat., 12/24    
4:00 pm Mass - church 

7:00 pm Mass - church 

11:00 pm Mass - church 

 

Sun., 12/25   
9:00 am Mass - church 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

TO OUR PARISH  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS!  
May the Birth of our Lord 
bring you a peaceful Christmas 
Season! 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                              THIS WEEK ...                    

  God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent 
preparations. We need to be reminded that we are not 
in this alone. God not only made us and loves us, but 
God keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is 
the sign we need to persevere! Do not be afraid and 
do not be unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has 
done in giving us His only begotten Son. We do  
not have to anxiously attempt to control life’s  
unpredictability. God has blessed us with the birth of 
His Son. Trust that He is with us and will not  
abandon us, even in death.  @LPi 

Altar Ministers - December,  2022           

 4 :00 p.m. Ministers of Eucharist: Anne Hays, Melissa Millan, Margaret Miller - alt 
Minister of the Word: Deb Pierceall 
Sacristan: Libby Cody 

12/17 - Logan Essig, Elaina Wellman,                   Sydney Wienhoff 
12/24 - Volunteers for Christmas - 3 Masses at                  4 pm, 7 pm, 11 pm 

12/25 - Volunteers for Christmas - 1 Mass at 9am 

 

7:30 a.m. Ministers of Eucharist: Geri Graves, Katie Hammock, Evan Hurst  - alt 
Sacristan: Debbie Morawitz 

Minister of  the Word: Sarah Deien 

12/18 - Collin Steinman, Kohen Westhoff 
 

11:00 a.m. Ministers of Eucharist: Spike & Theresa Ehrhardt, Annie Massie - alt 
Sacristan: Ken Zielinski 
Minister of the Word: Sue Webster 
12/18 - Ally Falconer, Marissa Falconer,                  Aniston Ledbetter 

 

Ministers of Hospitality - December, 2022         
4:00 p.m.  Brian & Sarah Murphy                   
7:30 a.m.  Tim Hays & Jack Immegart          
11:00 a.m.  Richard & Karen Zerbonia 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

  The parish office will be closed 
on the following dates: 
Friday, December 23rd   
Monday, December 26th 

Friday, December 30th 

Monday, January 2, 2023 

  May everyone have a wonderful 
Christmas Season and a very Happy New Year! 
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Readings Dec. 18-25  

Sunday: Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b] 
            Rom 1:1-7  Mt 1:18-24 

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  
             16-17  Lk 1:5-25 

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 

             Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a  Ps 33:2-3,  
                 11-12, 20-21  Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28  1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd 

               Lk 1:46-56 

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24  Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14  
           Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

                Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29  Lk 1:67-79 

Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5  Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 
29 (2a)  Acts 13:16-17, 22-25  Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6  Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13  Ti 2:11-14 

           Lk 2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12  Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12  Ti 3:4-7 

            Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10  Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4,  
            5-6 [3])  Heb 1:1-6  Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 

LET THE KING OF GLORY COME! 

MASS INTENTIONS  -  December 18-25 Sun.     7:30 am - People of the Parish            11:00 am - Lindsay Greenwell Tues.   8:15 am - Annette Clark Wed. 10:00 am - Billy Nemes (Luther Manor Mass)  Thu.     8:15 am - Joyce Dabney Fri.       8:15 am - Katie Wilkerson Sat.      4:00 pm - Flo Lampton              7:00 pm - People of the Parish           11:00 pm - Joe & Margaret Coleman  Sun.    9:00 am - Deceased Members of the                                  Power Family        

Dec. 3-4, 2022     Offertory Budget     52 Wks  1,327,126.99   Needed to Date        23 Wks      586,998.41   Received to Date                     574,176.85  
 Over (Under) for Year               (12,821.56)   Needed Each Week                 25,521.67 

 Received Dec. 3-4                       30,663.15     Total of  Dec. 3-4 is comprised of:   Regular Env./Loose/Online       19,457.00    School Support                         2,292.50     Youth Envelopes                          7.85     Tuition 22-23                         4,490.00     Votive/Religious Articles                3.00     Bldg/Gym Rental                      250.00     A&E - Christmas Flowers            350.00     Solemnity of Mary                      25.00     Feast of Immaculate Conception     60.00     Registration  22-23                    225.00     Lay Retirement                           20.00     Cafeteria Payroll                             3,482.80   
 Building Fund                          190.00     GNP Adopt-A-Family                 1,102.00 

    Christmas - Seminary                      60.00   

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 

THEA LYNN ALLEN, child 

of Ethan & Hannah Allen, who 
was baptized on Saturday, 
December 3, 2022 

 

ASHER CODY WILLIAMS, 
child of Cody & Ashlyn Williams, 
who was baptized on Sunday,  
December 4, 2022 

 

HENRY CHARLES DUNKER, child of 
Alex & Stephanie Dunker, who was baptized 
on Sunday, December 11, 2022 

FOR BAPTISMAL PREPARATION…  When 

planning for a baptism at Holy Family please  
remember the following:  Parents and Godparents 
both must meet with Fr. Alex.  One meeting will be 
scheduled, normally on the Friday before the baptism.  
If Godparents are not from our parish we must have a 
letter of good standing from the parish where they are 
currently registered.  At least one of the Godparents 
must be a practicing Catholic.  Thank you! 
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PARISH NURSE… If you or  
someone you know is in need of a  
visit from our parish nurse, please  
contact Beth Anderson at 573-795-5828 or 
email: nursebethhfsj@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION… 

  Everyone is welcome to take part 
in 24 Hour Eucharistic Adoration 
which takes place in our Adoration 

Chapel.  If you do not have a prayer hour and 
would like one, please contact  
Libby Cody at libbym62@yahoo.com  or  
Ashley Schuster at  
aschuster.bsnrn@gmail.com  

 

NEED RELIGIOUS ARTICLES?  CALL:   
Judy Kaylor, 573-476-4303 

Email:  judykaylor@hotmail.com  

CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP  
RENEWAL - Stewardship materials remaining in the 
church have now been mailed. Look the materials over 
and prayerfully consider how you can best serve your  
parish family.  Return your time/talent and tithing  
commitment form in the confidential envelope provided.  
You can mail them, put them in the collection or drop 
them by the parish office.  Be sure that you have marked 
the Mass you attend at the bottom of the Time/Talent 
form.  THANK YOU! 

Holy Family School  
Auction...  
Our co-chairs, committee 
chairs, and volunteers have 
been busy behind the scenes 
preparing for Holy Family School’s 22nd  
annual school auction.  The date for the  
auction is Saturday, February 11, 2023. 
  We rely on generous donations from our 
parishioners and other businesses to make 
our auction a success year after year.  Please 
consider how your donation can help  
provide our students with the latest learning 

technology, a safe and updated building, 
field trips and much more! 
   Have questions?... You can email: 
hfauction@gmail.com  Everyone should 
have received their donation letter in the 
mail.  Please let us know if you did not and 
we will make sure you receive one. 

YOUTH NEWS...  
From the youth minister:      
Our middle & high school youth groups 
will be participating in several service 
opportunities as we head toward the 

Christmas season.  If anyone in the parish needs  
assistance or would like a visit from our youth during  
Advent please contact Ashley  573-795-8427.   
 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, Dec. 18 - Youth Group meet at youth room  
                             1:30-3:30PM for nursing home visit 
Sunday, December 25 - No meeting!  Merry Christmas! 
Sunday, January 1 - No meeting!  Happy New Year! 
 

Toys for Tots needs help  
filling boxes of toys for 1,600 
kids in Northeast Missouri. It 
will be done at a warehouse in 
Hannibal from now through December 23.   
If you can help please call Harold Smith at 
Douglass Community Services, 573-221-

3892 x266 

The Diocese of Jefferson City is inviting parishes, families and individuals to share their Christmas cre che photos with us. We will be posting these photos on social  media as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our savior. Please use this form to share your cre che photo with us:  
diojeffcity.org/christmas-creche-photo-submission/ 

 

CHRISTMAS & YEAR END GIVING… Christmas and year’s end is a spiritual opportunity to make a return to God of his many blessings by giving extra support to your parish. Please make sure your donations reach the parish office by December 31st in order to appear on your statement. 



December 18, 2022                                                     Fourth Sunday of Advent      ALTAR MINISTERS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES    We will need the following Altar Ministers for our Christmas Masses: 
Sat., December 24  4 pm - 1 Server, 5 Eucharistic Ministers  7 pm -  5 Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristan, 1 Server 3 Greeters, 4 Ushers 11 pm - 3 Servers, 5 Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristan, 3 Greeters, 4 Ushers 

Sun., December 25    9 am - 3 Servers, 5 Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristan, 1 Greeter, 4 Ushers   Choir Members are needed as well at all of our Masses.  Everyone is welcome to come and sing.  The songs are Christmas carols that most are familiar with, so please help  out if you are able!  We are having a special practice for anyone interested in singing for Christmas on Thurs., December 22nd at 6:30 pm in church.  Please come to practice if you are able.  Please email the parish office if you can serve.   Email: miller@myholyfamily.com  or call us at 573-221-1078.    

 

Grins… 

• What would you get if you ate all the Christmas tree decorations?  
       Tinselitis. 
• What did the wise men say after they offered up their gifts of  
        gold and frankincense? Wait, there's myrrh. 
• What kind of linens do gingerbread men put on their beds?  
        Cookie sheets. 
• Did you hear the forecast for Christmas Eve? They're calling for rain, dear! 
• What does a festive sheep say at Christmastime? Fleece Navidad. 
• Did you know that Father Christmas has a daughter? Her name is Mary Christmas. 
• Why was the candy cane so expensive? It was in mint condition. 
• What should you do if your car stalls on Christmas Eve? You get a mistletow. 
• Children who don't learn to tie their shoes properly are bound to wind up on the  
       knotty list. 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE FOR  
JAN.…. Please follow the schedule for  
submission of bulletin information: 
Submit Information on: 
Monday, December 26 for publication in the  
January 8, 2023 bulletin 

Thanks in advance for your cooperation! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 

Sat./Sun., December 17-18 - Return Senior Snowman Gifts to tree. 
Sun., December 18 - 1:30-3:30 pm Youth Meet at Youth Room to visit nursing homes 

Fri., December 23 - Parish Office Closed 

Saturday, December 24th - Masses at 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

Sunday, December 25th - Mass at 9:00 am 

Monday, December 26th - Parish Office Closed 


